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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM THE MASTERS

 SHARPEN THE IMAGE

 REDUCE NOISE

 DECREASE 
DISTRACTIONS

 EMPHASIZE THE SUBJECT



SHARPEN THE IMAGE 

 SET A STANDARD FOR 
SHARPNESS BEFORE DEVOTING 
TIME ON POST-PRODUCTION. 

"If it ain't sharp, it ain't smart."

 Import to Capture One Pro. Zoom to 
200% to inspect carefully. Review 
shots, discard non-contenders.

 Look for eye-catching features; in 
this case, the contrasting orange 
feathers along the back of a Blue 
Grosbeak.

 Adjust for white balance, brightness, 
contrast, etc.

 Topaz AI Sharpener to sharpen the 
image. Continue processing in 
Photoshop. 



 DECREASE DISTRACTIONS

 EASY PEASY - Crop in Capture 
One Pro or Photoshop. 

 TOP PHOTO: cropping removes 
distracting foliage and the stick to 
the left of the bird. Further 
Photoshop processing darkens the 
background, etc. 

 BOTTOM PHOTO: cropping 
removes the distraction of all the 
pretty flowers, but the saturation 
level of the remaining flower pulls 
the eye from the subject. In PS, 
decrease the saturation of that 
flower, and use a Gaussian blur to 
place the leaf, stem, and darker 
blossom into the background. 
Remove distracting highlights on 
the flower petals (to the left of bird's 
head).



These are the editing steps in Photoshop.  
Workflow begins at the bottom and builds 
on top of the lower processes.



This is an image of an Eastern Phoebe with a fly it had just captured.  I like the 
background but chose to crop out the branch to the right of the bird, as well as the one on 
the lower left corner of the frame.  Right now the overall image is a little flat and dark; 
I want to highlight the unique position of the bird's eye, framed by the wings of the fly.  
I cropped this in Capture One Pro and then moved it to Photoshop for additional edits.

DECREASE DISTRACTIONS/EMPHASIZE THE SUBJECT



These are the editing steps in 
Photoshop of this image.  Workflow is 
from the bottom and builds on top of 
the lower processes.



Type to enter a caption.

The flowers are so pretty, the colors 
can distract the eye of the viewer 
away from the subject. 

How do you maintain the beauty 
of stunning backgrounds while 
drawing attention to the 
subject???

 CROP

 IN PHOTOSHOP, DECREASE 
SATURATIONS OF 
BACKGROUND ELEMENTS

 INCREASE SATURATION AND 
FURTHER REFINE THE SUBJECT

 LOOK FOR WAYS TO MIRROR 
LIKE-COLORS IN THE OVERALL 
IMAGE

DECREASE DISTRACTIONS



The steps below are completed in 
Photoshop for this image.  Notice the 
decrease in the saturation of the 
flower, the increase in the bird, and the 
dodged (lightened) areas on the body 
on the bird.



Here is the workflow in Photoshop.



Final Tips...

 Sharpening an image can be done in 
Photoshop using sharpening tools. 

 If the subject is a bit soft, one can fool 
the eye by slightly blurring 
surrounding elements.  Also,  
sharpening can be applied only to the 
subject, leaving the background soft.

 Draw the eye to the subject by 
increasing saturation, lightening just 
portions of the subject, or creating a 
vignette of background elements to 
frame the subject. 

 Explore the work of others and the 
techniques they employ that intrigue 
you; learn to incorporate those 
qualities in your own work. 

 Have fun!




