
FWCC EXTENDED OUTING: GREAT TEXAS BALLOON RACE 
June 17-19, 2022 

www.greattexasballoonrace.com 
Maude Cobb Convention Complex 

100 Grand Blvd., Longview, TX 
903-753-3281 

  
 If you have never been to a balloon race – GO!!  For a photographer, it is a thrilling 
adventure with ever-changing opportunities.  
  
The world class Great Texas Balloon Race launches on Friday, June 17 at 6:45 am, for 
three mornings of chasing competition balloon flights over Longview, 2.5 hours from 
Fort Worth. After each race, head to the Maude Cobb Convention Complex for ticketed 
events. At Maude’s you will experience inflations, mass ascensions, vendors and 
concerts. If you miss your shot the first day, you have two more days to achieve 
perfection.  
  

All flights, features and entertainment will be inside the city of Longview. 
On Friday, Saturday and Sunday mornings there will be competition balloon flights over 
Longview along with mass ascensions and inflations on two evenings at the Maude Cobb 
Convention Complex. Non-competition flights are planned for the afternoons of Friday 
and Saturday over Longview. Launch and targets will be determined by the weather and 
the prevailing wind.  
  

Go to the balloon race website above for great info. Be sure to read the ‘Frequently 
Asked Questions.’ It will tell you how to find and follow a pilot in a race to how to 
purchase tickets for the events. It will also introduce the pilots and balloons that are 
registered to participate – 30 different states!  There is a Fort Worth pilot that we can 
cheer on. Pricing and schedules will be announced on the web site. 
 
We will have more details later in the year, but hotel rooms will be scarce, so RESERVE A 
CANCELLABLE ROOM NOW. You can always cancel it later if your plans change. But, if 
you do not act now, it might be too late.  
 
If you plan to attend, let Susan Taylor know by sending her an email to 
sft.taylor@gmail.com. 



For answers to questions, contact Marsha Ezell at marshachad@yahoo.com or Susan 
Taylor at sft.taylor@gmail.com. 
 

Below are some hotels to consider. You might want to try the Hilton Garden Inn first. 
You will be able to better coordinate rides, meals, and sharing info with other FWCC 
members if everyone is staying in the same hotel. If it is booked, consider the La Quinta 
Inn, which is just across the street, which will keep you close. 
 
Hilton Garden Inn ($104 cancellable; 4.0 miles to convention center) 
905 E. Hawkins Pkwy 
903-212-3000 
 
La Quinta Inn & Suites North ($76 cancellable; 4.0 miles to convention center)                    
908 E Hawkins Pkwy                                     
(903) 663-6611                                       
  
Hampton Inn North ($103 cancellable; 4 miles to convention center) 
3044 N. Eastman Rd. 
903-663-8670 

Holiday Inn Longview North ($114 cancellable; 3.5 miles to convention center) 
300 Tuttle Circle  
903-663-6464 
 

Homewood Suites ($131 cancellable; .8 mile to convention center) 
205 N Spur 63 and Hwy 80  
(903) 234-0214 


